Feb 7 comments

Lacey: Abortion article 12 over 25 yrs. Major topic today. 

Ross J. Men ready to leave women, scared leave over lack of sex. Men had more power.

Karie K. Voice of Lib. Women realize that they have choice no longer afraid to say no. Have rights

J. Hoffman: Women moving up in working class Poor English Skills. 

K Karpf: Birth control taboo. Abortions common. Religion? 

Matt S.: Margaret Sanger hands out contraceptives. “She made by controlling birth—control the lives and the world men fearful.

RF: Comstock laws—birth control illegal. Fear of women’s sexuality. Feminist movement influenced by M. Sanger. Still controversial. Before 1950s abortion available but clamped down on after this point.

Sarah F.: ½ administered by doctor.

Annie M.: Midwives chiropractors unsanitary men using hatpins

Beth S. Epsom salt gin baths

Self-administered abortions. Dying.

Ashley J.: Worry about having children in future

Dan L.: Government overpopulation a problem. Why not intervene?

RF: Feminists make argument that you should grant us right to control body. White women=mothers of the race. If birth rate goes down be taken over by immigrants, blacks. Sanger a eugenicist employs racist argument to forward birth control movement. State governments mandate sterilization for poor=unfit for motherhood. US Government suggest that the rest of the world overpopulated but consumes most of world’s resources, goods, energy, etc. Third World object to idea that they are source of the problem.

Kyle C.: Powerful groups trying to maintain power.

Beth K. Why didn’t women get sterilized?

 Mary H.: Lose joy of intercourse
Dom. B.: Worry about enjoyment.

Justin Z. Men can use rubbers but do not want to use.

RF: Have children—if men leave it will be devastating and marriage is an economic strategy. Gilman/Sanger look at procreation as an economic value. Take selves out of workplace but still contribute to overall prosperity. 1 in 4 pregnancies end in abortion in 19th C. American Medical Assoc. want to take control of process from midwives—not science. Women become dependent on doctors and knowledge becomes professionalized. Pregnancy dangerous. More women died during birth than abortion. 
Brian: Men using economic reasoning?
Jorie: Women who suffers from hunger, less closes, work—make sacrifices no matter what. 

Rf: Agriculture economy need children for work and in urban setting. Need for old-age security—support elders when they cannot work. Women’s options increase birth rate lowers. Grandmother farm family question of redistributing land agree to have two children have a third she does not talk to him for nine months. 

Sarah F.: Handing out birth control—goes to jail for a month.

RF: AMA doctors control

Sick can’t go to another doctor because if caught getting an abortion. Cheaper to use protection than constantly have abortions.

Marwah N.: Women can’t contribute to society. Look down on housewife. 

RF: Socialists/Radicals female wanted women to enter public life, but have to recognize their status as wage slaves—economic contribution written off. Capitalism assigns no value to women’s work. Unpaid work is personal, but Gilman measures education, training moving towards pay to stay home and raise children. Europe much more likely to subsidize.

Work place freedom gets out of house 

RF: Female jobs lower salaries. Low wage. Women support from men so paid lower than men. 

Sara N.: Miners documents. Sago mine disaster. Write letters to loved ones while trapped. 

RF: huge accident rate. Cherry Valley disaster results in legislation and undermined in recent years.

Annie F.: Not allowed to sing or talk. Go crazy under those conditions

RF: Phone operator. Supervisor stands behind telling them that will be fired for talking. 

Beth Kozak.: Not a lot of emotion in letters. Heaven burials goodbye simple. 

Lily: Triangle only one piece of apple pie for hard work.

Nick Meyer: Timing expert does not know how the machine works. 

RF: Immigrants just take orders and not think Taylorism—social Darwinism whites at top of company. 

Factory owner could do what they wanted due to endless supply of labor.

RF five dollar a day due to hard work and high turnover. 

