N'2"7X TIj? | Code Alef-Bayt

CONSONANTS

1. Every letter isa CONSONANT.
The name of every letter starts with its sound. Bayt = B.

2. Every syllable (except one) starts with a consonant, either
CONSONANT —VOWEL ("open™) or CONSONANT-VOWEL-CONSONANT ("closed").

3. Alef and Ayin are "silent CONSONANTS."

They are "vowel carriers” or "vowel holders." Some transcriptions use an apostrophe. ‘ah-lef
Code Alef-Bayt uses a symbol: ®an-Iéf  CONSONANT-VOWEL: ®aH
The symbols look like their letters

V|V ayin K| ® Alef <4 <

4. In four cases, the same sound takes one Hebrew letter but two English letters.

Wlsh X[tz DJ|kn  N|kh <4 <

Same sound: N'and J. 'n*'n% | I'-khye-yeem! | To Life! Same sound: U and NA.

5. A dax-gésh (mid-letter dot) changes the sound of bayt, kaf, and pay. But not tav.
NNt €4 9f 9p DJ|kn ]k 2fv A|b <«
6. A moveable dot above the letter allows the shin to have two sounds.
Wls VY|sH < <
7. When mid-word, a dan-gésh (mid-letter dot) doubles the letter.

DAY | sHab-bat

8. Five letters have a different final form.

YX 99 D DN )P <4<
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9. Three letters are also "vowel helpers."”
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"VOWEL HELPERS"

[P3n 729R] 7

"VOWELS"

In English, E differentiates "cod" and "code."

WY 7 37-37) <«

10. "Vowels™" ("points" or diacriticals) are phonetically constant.

NITI? | nee-koo-dot | nekudot ["points”]

Dibee | JPIbst | |bay[bae] |3 Q2 D |balba]
‘7§|C%| 12 | boe ’2°2 By |12 2] boot

11. One vowel has an alternative sound on the rare occasion that it has a closing consonant.

I7? | ["coal"] Koal ygs-r@-gl [from the prayer "vo-séw sHa-lom™]

12. One CONSONANT-VOWEL becomes VOWEL-CONSONANT at the end of a word.

17-0- AN| kHag sah-maE-aHKH | Happy Holiday!

13. The sH'vax sounds the letter (marked by an apostrophe) or ends the syllable.

L)N'j'w’ 3]7_3-'(? | SH'-ma YES-r@-El | Listen, O Israel!
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