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אלף־בית קוד   | Code Alef-Bayt 
 

CONSONANTS 
 

1. Every letter is a CONSONANT. 

The name of every letter starts with its sound. Bayt = B. 

 

 

2. Every syllable (except one) starts with a consonant, either  

CONSONANT –VOWEL ("open")   or   CONSONANT-VOWEL-CONSONANT ("closed"). 

 

 

3. Alef and Ayin are "silent CONSONANTS." 

 

They are "vowel carriers" or "vowel holders."   Some transcriptions use an apostrophe. 'ah-lef 

Code Alef-Bayt uses a symbol: aH-lĕf       CONSONANT-VOWEL: aH 
The symbols look like their letters 

 ◄◄                          Alef | א             Ayin | ע         
 

4. In four cases, the same sound takes one Hebrew letter but two English letters.  

 ◄◄        kh|ח    KH|כ    TZ|צ    SH|שׁ

 

       Same sound: ח and כ.  ! לחיים  | l'-khYE-yEEm! | To Life!         Same sound: ט and ּתת . 

 

5. A daH-gĕsh (mid-letter dot) changes the sound of bayt, kaf, and pay. But not tav. 

ת תּ |t  ◄  פ|f  ּפ|p    כ|KH  ּכ|k    ב|v ּב |b  ◄ 

 

6. A moveable dot above the letter allows the shin to have two sounds. 

| SH          ◄◄ ׁש | s       ׂש         
 

7. When mid-word, a daH-gĕsh (mid-letter dot) doubles the letter. 

   |  SHab-bat                         ָּת בַּ ב 
 

8.  Five letters have a different final form.   

 צץ  פף  נן  מם  כך                    ◄◄   
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"VOWEL HELPERS" 
 

9. Three letters are also "vowel helpers."    In English, E differentiates "cod" and "code." 

 ] תּוּר תּוֹרבָּה [ה    פבִּי י    דוֹ  דוּ - דוּ ו ◄◄  
 

 

"VOWELS"  
 

10.  "Vowels" ("points" or diacriticals) are phonetically constant.   

 

 nEE-koo-dōt  | nekudot ["points"]  | ניקודות

 

 ba [baH] |   בַּ   בָּ   בֲּ   בֳּ    bāy [bāE] |  בֵּ       bĕt |  בֶּ   בֱּ     bEE |  בִּ   

ל  בָּ   | cOAl    ֹו  | bōe  ַּי בָּי  ב  | Bye ּו  ֻּ  | bOOt    

 

 

11.  One vowel has an alternative sound on the rare occasion that it has a closing consonant.  

לכּכָּ   |  ["coal"]  kOAl yEEs-raH-āEl  [from the prayer  "ō-sĕH SHa-lōm"] 

 

12.  One CONSONANT-VOWEL becomes VOWEL-CONSONANT at the end of a word. 

| KHag sah-māE-aHKH | Happy Holiday!   ַחַ - בֵּ - בַּ  ג ח  

 

 

13. The SH'vaH sounds the letter (marked by an apostrophe) or ends the syllable. 

 | SH '-ma yEEs-raH-āEl | Listen, O Israel!  ְׁאבֵּל-רבָּ - שְׁ יבִּ   בַּע- ש 
 

                  
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